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Katelyn Johnson is the Class of 2015 
Valedictorian.  She is the daughter of Jodi 
and Greg Johnson.  Katelyn is planning on 
attending Marquette University.  She is 
planning to become an orthodontist. 
 
Jason Bell is the Salutatorian of the Class of 
2015.  Jason is the son of Lori and Kevin 
Bell. Jason is planning on attending 
Michigan Technological University.  He 
would like to become a mechanical engineer. 
 
Noel Grant is the daughter of Mary Jo Popko 
and Michael Grant.  Noel will be attending 
the University of Michigan. She is planning 
to become an orthodontist. 
 

Six seniors were chosen to be the recipients of the Marquette-Community Youth Initiatives 
Foundation Scholarship. The students are selected based on their high school grade point 
average through the first semester in their senior year.  The top six students will receive 
$1,500 for education beyond high school.   

Standing above from left to right are:  Zachary Carlson, Jane Davis, Rosalie Anderson and Jeremy Bell 
Sitting from left to right are: Kylee Taavola, Abbey Goodreau, Taylor DeWitt and Taylor Ring 
 

 

Mara Juidici is the daughter of Connie and 
Daniel Juidici. Mara will attend Northern 
Michigan University where she plans on 
getting a degree in nursing and possibly 
going further into the medical field. 
 
Elly Kantola is the daughter of Ann and Jim 
Kantola. Elly plans to attend either Ferris 
State University or Northern Michigan 
University. She plans on pursuing a career 
in the medical field. 
 
Hanna Kantola is the daughter of Ann and 
Jim Kantola.  Hanna plans on to attend 
either Michigan State University or 
Northern Michigan University.  She would 
like to pursue a career in the medical field.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who received all A’s for the first semester of the 2014-15 school year were honored with a day of activities on May 1, 2015.  The 99 students from grades 8-12 
attended a breakfast at Westwood High School.  Students were split into groups where they visited the LS & I (Eagle Mines Yard), Empire Mine, FABCO, Northern MI 
University, RTI (formally Pioneer Surgical) and Tilden Mine.  The day ended with an awards ceremony and lunch at the Holiday Inn.   

 

 

Grade 8 
Maci Aho 
Keegan Erva 
Kyra Granroth 
MacKenzie Karki 
Theo Kumpula 
Jacob Larson  
Jordon Mason 
Abigail Nelson 
Cassidy Orr 
Grace Rajala 
Alexxus Taavola 
Hannah Voskuhl 
Shelby Yesney 
 
Grade 9 
Hannah Anderson 
Caylee Dempsey 
Lynsee Dempsey 
Dariya Goin 

Grade 9 (cont.) 
Delilah Hauswirth 
Mandy Helppi 
Allyson Jacobson 
Breanna Johnson 
Clara Johnson 
Preston Koski 
Marijke Mager 
Kalli Mattson 
Emily Nelson 
Alexis Peterson 
Elliot Prusi 
Noah Rose 
Miranda Rosten 
Ielee Shiroda 
Megan Syrjala 
Skylar Taavola 
Ella Uren 
Tristen Vidlund 
Colton Yesney 

Grade 10 
Brock Aho 
Chandler Brown 
Zachery Champion 
Haley Gaboury 
Emily Grant 
Seth Hansen 
Samantha Heroux 
Aleda Johnson 
Chase Juntti 
Madysen Kontio 
Mitchell LaBelle 
Jacklyn Lenten 
Amanda Lindstrom  
Carter Mason 
Paige Miller 
Jenna Olgren 
Shane Ring 
Hannah Skewis 
Hannah Tresedder 
Miranda Zellner 
Thomas Ziegler 

Grade 11  
Mallory Erva 
Holly Gustafson 
Abbey Helppi 
Marissa Jalonen 
Emma Jezek 
Grant Johnson 
Micah Johnson 
Lauren Judd 
Benjamin Luke 
Kelsie Luokkala 
Abigail Nelson 
Brian O’Neill, Jr. 
Samantha Richards 
Allison Ring 
Angela Ring 
Tyler Ryan 
Devin Salbert 
Dylan Tasson 
Kendra Tervo 
Erik Wideman 

Grade 12 
Jason Bell 
Alyssa Blake 
Ashley Burns 
Aaron Carlson 
Nicole Carlson 
Madalyn Dykema 
Noel Grant 
Angeleah Gravedoni 
Lily Helppi 
Connor Hetrick 
Katelyn Johnson 
Mara Juidici 
Elly Kantola 
Hanna Kantola 
Taylor Lambertson 
Julnel Lindeman 
Emilee Lokken 
Bridget Moran 
Alexa Olgren 
Hailee Richards 
Rachel Ring 
Brandon Steve 

 
 

Mary Rosten is a graduate of Northern Michigan University where she 
graduated magna cum laude with a degree in Secondary Education in 
English, Social Studies, History and Political Science. Mary has 
received several honors for her teaching throughout the years, most 
recently being named the VFW District Teacher of the Year for 2015.   
 
Mary began her teaching career in 1993 at Father Marquette Middle 
School and spent many years as a substitute teacher in the Negaunee 
Public School District before going on to teach at Northern Michigan 
University and North Star Academy. Mary is now in her third year at 
Negaunee High School where she teaches Freshman English and is the 
504 High School liaison. She has also assisted in coaching cross-
country and track.   
Mary has 5 children—Trevor, Brody, Hope, Miranda and Sierra. Aside 
from spending time with family and friends, she enjoys reading, 
traveling, running, kayaking, and many other adventure activities. 

Katie Trudgeon graduated in 2006, with a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education from Northern Michigan University and 
she is currently pursuing her master’s degree.   
 
Katie’s first teaching position was as a Preschool Teacher at 
the Negaunee Cooperative Preschool for two years.  When the 
Junior Kindergarten program was reinstated at Negaunee in 
2008, she was hired at Lakeview Elementary School, where 
she has taught for the last 7 years.  
 
Katie’s favorite activities, which she created at Lakeview are 
Junior Author’s Day, Miner’s Park Shape Hunt, and the 
Heritage Trail Story Walk.  Besides teaching, she enjoys 
spending time with her family, sports, and shopping. Katie  
resides in Negaunee with her husband, Martin, and their two-
year old daughter, Molly.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Health Occupations Students of 
America 

 
By:  Advisor, Sharon Dishnow 

  
Health Occupations Students of America 
(HOSA) is a professional student 
organization that is a component of the 
Ishpeming Health Occupations class. Students 
attend leadership conferences and may 
compete in any of the 56 health 
related competitions at the Regional, State and 
National level. This year there 
were  2300  HOSA  students  competing 
in  the  State of Michigan.  The top "3" in the 
state will continue on to Anaheim, California this 
June.    
 
We are proud to announce that  Elly Kantola,  a 
Senior at Negaunee High School and daughter 
of James and Ann Kantola, placed 1st  in 
the  Medical Law and Ethics category and will 
be competing at Nationals.  

 

 
The Negaunee High School Girls Basketball 
Team was recently awarded Academic All-
State Honors by the Basketball Coaches 
Association of Michigan. 
 
Negaunee had the 4th highest Grade Point 
Average for all Girls Teams in the State of 
Michigan. The Girls had a team grade point 
average of 3.896. 
 
Congratulations to the girls, their families, and 
Coach Brandon Sager on this tremendous 
honor. 

On Friday, October 23rd, the Negaunee Miners 
and Westwood Patriots came together not just 
as the “Miners and Patriots” football teams, but 
as a community to help raise money for Cancer 
Care of Marquette County.  The Miners had a 
“pink” t-shirt/sweatshirt sale along with a duffle 
bag raffle at the football game between the two 
teams.  Also, there was a “Miracle Minute” at 
halftime where the Negaunee JV football 
players passed jugs through the stands for 
donations.  Cancer Care of Marquette County is 
an ALL-volunteer organization that provides 
Patient Services to those with a cancer 
diagnosis and assists with the catastrophic 
health care costs associated with cancer 
treatment.  
 
Members of the Negaunee Miners Varsity 
Football Team are shown presenting a check 
for $1,350 to Lynn Bartanen, Marquette County 
Cancer Care Patient Coordinator. 
 
Pictured from left to right...Jason Bell, Luke 
Jacobson, Lynn Bartanen, Ryan Syrjala, and 
Hunter Ridley.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Greg Toutant, President 
Susan Wideman-Schaible, Vice President 
Nita Argall, Treasurer 
Virginia Paulson, Secretary 
Fae Collins, Trustee 
Martin Saari, Trustee 
Dave Rice, Trustee 
Regular monthly meetings are normally 
held on the third Monday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. in the High School Library. 

2015 Fall Sports Practice Starting Dates 
 
Football     - August 10th - Miners Dry 
Boys / Girls Cross Country  - August 12th - Lakeview Gym 
Girls Tennis    - August 12th - High School Courts 
Volleyball    - August 12th - Lakeview Gym 
MS Football    - August 31st - Miners Dry – 6:00 p.m. 

2015 SPORTS PHYSICALS – Dr. Michael 
Grossman 
 
July 29, 2015, at the Miners  Dry for 
grades 7th – 12th , from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  
The cost for the physicals are $15.00. 
  
Please make all checks payable to the 
Negaunee Booster Club  

SUMMER SPORTS 
CAMPS – 2015 

Information on Negaunee 
Summer Sports Camps will be 
available on the Negaunee 
Public Schools website. For a 
complete listing of summer 
camp dates and times, please 
visit:  
http://www.negaunee.k12.mi
.us/high-school/athletics 

FROM A PASSION TO A PROJECT 
By:  Mary Rosten, Negaunee High School English Teacher 

 
 The Freshman English class has been engaged in the Genius Hour Project, which is a unit designed around the research-based idea that 
people excel in learning about that which they are intrinsically motivated. In other words, if you want to learn about it, you will succeed 
in learning about it. If it is a topic or concept you are passionate about - especially if it is something you deeply care about - then your 
internal motivation will drive you to succeed in learning about it. The biggest reason for bringing the idea of Genius Hour to the 
classroom is that it is engaging. Students become engaged when content is interesting and relevant, when they can be autonomous, when 
they have choice, and when learning is authentic. Research is built into the unit in an authentic way; students must figure out what they 
need to learn, how they are going to learn it, and then do what it takes to get that research done and apply it to the project…a lot like how 
the real world requires us to learn. 
 
Companies like Google have done “Genius Hour” or “Passion Time” for years - mostly under the title “20% Time.” The idea is simple: 
80% of the time, employees work on regular work tasks, but 20% of the time (or one day a week), employees can work on that which 
they are passionate about in relation to Google. This is how Gmail, one of the most widely used email platforms in the world, came to be! 
 
Students are asked to identify their passions—the topic or idea that they turn to when they want to be distracted from working—and turn 
that passion into a project. While the students struggled at first to identify the thing they most wanted to work on, they soon welcomed 
the freedom and began making a plan. The projects had to be “product-focused” so from the start the students knew their job was to 
produce something; whether that be an actual item, a service project, a performance or any other result, the project had to have a result. 
They were encouraged to set a very ambitious goal and that they did. The projects showed a wide-range of interests. Some included: 
learning to play and perform an instrument, learning to speak a foreign language, building a catapult, building a telescoping bow staff, 
designing and creating websites, beginning fund-raising activities, writing novels, creating pieces of art, and learning to write code, 
among many others.  
 
All students have to learn new technology skills and employ techniques and/or programs they have never used before, but perhaps the 
greatest learning has not been academically measureable.  For many of the students, this was the first time they were able to have so 
much control over their own time and while some embraced that freedom, others had a hard time holding themselves accountable. 
Students learned about their own learning strengths and weaknesses; they have overcome distractions and had to have sustained focus; 
they have felt the frustrations of new problems arising without a roadmap being given to them to find their way beyond it, and they have 
felt the pride of knowing that they were capable of doing more than they thought they could; they learned how to rely on and help one 
another; they learned that they have similar interests to people with whom they may never have imagined having anything in common; 
and perhaps most significantly, they’ve learned how they need to grow and change in order to be ready for the choices and freedoms that 
are awaiting them.  
 



 
 
 

 


